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Welcome to French/Spanish class! I am excited to be teaching you this year. To help you succeed in class, I have listed some of my expectations. Please share this information with your parents/guardians and sign the attached sheet where indicated. Turn it in next class.

Classroom expectations:
1. Respect yourself, your classmates, your teachers, and your school – treat others, as you would like to be treated!
2. Be responsible for your work and your behavior. 
3. Participate (en français or en español) – the only way to learn a language is to use it! Speak, write, listen and read in the language – MISTAKES ARE OK!!! This is how you learned English!

Materials for class – bring to class daily:
1. A marble, hardcover composition notebook is required for note taking and some homework. 
2. One pocket folder for handouts, etc. This letter should be kept in that folder.
3. Completed assignments/homework
4. Covered textbook (unless it turns out that we have a class set)
5. Pen or pencil

Class work: It is vital that you play an active role in your language learning! 

Participation includes:
· Arriving to class on time with class materials, speaking in the world language when possible, and following class rules (posted in class).
· Earning “stamps” on your Stamp Sheet – this is how I track how often you communicate in French/Spanish in complete sentences. Your response does not have to be perfect – just comprehensible! 
· Notebook checks (may be done sporadically)
· In-class participation and projects

Quizzes/Tests/Projects 
· There will be quizzes on vocabulary, grammar, culture, readings, etc.
· Tests will be given at the end of each unit, approximately every four to six weeks. Quizzes are given more frequently.
· The day before any quiz or test there will be a review of the material being covered.  Being absent on the review day will not exempt you from taking the quiz/test. 



Homework 
· The purpose of homework is to reinforce what was done in class. Homework should be completed on either a clean, lined piece of paper, your workbook, or your composition book. Writing should be legible. I collect it periodically. All homework assignments should not take more than 10 - 15 minutes to complete. Let me know if they do.  

· Please use the school heading:
· Name (Spanish or French first name; last name)		Class Period
· Date (in Spanish or French)						Assignment

Skip lines when you complete any writing assignment. 
· All corrections to homework should be done in class while we are going over it. I collect it randomly.
· Late or illegible homework receives a zero. It should be made up by the next time class meets for half-credit. If it is not completed in that timeframe, you will have a detention (the same day) to complete it. This is not meant as a punishment – it is meant to help you stay on track. 
· If homework is turned in late due to an excused absence, it will earn full credit. You have as many days as you were absent to turn in an assignment.


Absences/make-up work: If you are absent for three or more days, a parent or guardian should contact the OSMS office (395-3168) to get assignments from all of your teachers. For shorter absences, stop by when you return and check the “While you were out” stand to find out what you missed. In addition, check the 8th grade WIKI for assignments.

Extra Help: 
I am available for extra help everyday before school (7:30am) and after school (except most Wednesdays). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Parent/guardian, please note: Some people prefer that I contact them via e-mail. For me, I find this easier than the phone. If there is a need to contact you regarding your child’s progress and you’d like me to e-mail you, please include your e-mail address on the portion of this letter that you sign. My e-mail address is at the top of this letter. If you’d rather I phone you, write the best number to call during the day in that space. You can always call me at 860-395-3168 (X314). Thank you!
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